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Abstract 
Units taught in social studies and language arts that address family issues, neighborhoods, communities, 
economic diversity, and social issues need to address the struggles, challenges, and fears of children 
living in poverty or who are homeless. Depictions of poverty and homelessness should be handled with 
accuracy and sensitivity. Connections made through the use of literature can help all students develop an 
understanding about the world around them and help them begin to realize the struggles of those who 
live in poverty. 
This study of K-6 nonfiction books about poverty and homelessness investigated how these social 
problems were depicted in the literature as well as whether the depictions of poverty and homelessness 
were accurate and sensitive. The 15-book sample was analyzed to determine the number of 
characteristics of poverty that were discussed in text and portrayed in the illustrations. It was found that 
current demographics of poverty were depicted throughout a majority of the books analyzed. 
Characteristics of poverty have been well researched, and the authors of the nonfiction books analyzed 
were careful to address the issues accurately. Furthermore, poverty and homelessness were depicted in a 
manner consistent with the characteristics put forth by organizations like The World Bank (2009) and 
UNESCO (n.d.). 
One major outcome of the study is a list of current, high quality nonfiction books about poverty and 
homelessness for K6 students. However, only five of the fifteen books could be found in local elementary 
school libraries. The others were either housed in middle schools or universities thereby making them 
inaccessible to an elementary audience. Having a current list of these works will assist elementary school 
librarians in building their collections. 


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































It was determined that the terms ​poverty​ , ​poor​ , ​homeless*​ , ​nonfiction​ , ​families​ , 
































































































































































































































occupation  10  67%  11  73% 
income  15  100%  9  60% 
employment  14  93%  5  33% 
unemployment  12  80%  5  33% 
race  6  40%  8  53% 
ethnicity  11  73%  9  60% 
geographic 
locale 
12  80%  12  80% 





11  73%  11  73% 
natural 
disasters 
10  67%  5  33% 
food 
insecurity 
12  80%  6  40% 
age  10  67%  14  93% 
gender  9  60%  9  60% 
shelter  13  87%  14  93% 























































































































































































































































































criminality  4*  27%  0  0% 




2*  13%  0  0% 
uneducated  7*  47%  0  0% 
unmotivated  1*  7%  0  0% 

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































shelter  ✔    ✔    ✔ 






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































      ✔ 
dispels this 
myth 
✗ 
 
 
 
 
(11)  Pictures mostly of ethnic groups, African Americans; dispels myths that people 
deserve to be poor because of who they are or where they live; also dispels myth that 
homeless are lazy. 
(12)  Pictures are mostly of poor African Americans. 
(13)  Pictures are all of African Americans, minorities, or people from other developing 
countries. There is one white woman shown in a grocery store aisle deciding which 
coffee to buy; no photos from the U.S. 
(14)  Good variety of pictures; depicts a variety of people from many ethnic and cultural 
backgrounds; provides explanations for why people experience these things; asks if 
mental illness causes homelessness or if homelessness leads to mental illness. 
(15)  No additional notes. 
